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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for use at a gateway node in a converged 
telephony / data network environment for communicating operating status 
information associated with nodes in a signaling system 7 (SS7) telephony 
signaling network of the converged network to nodes in a data network of the 
converged network, the method comprising: 

(a) roce i v i ng an SS7 m e ssag e transf e r part (MTP) n e twork management 
message that i nc l ud e s detecting a network management event regarding 
operating status i nformat i on associatod w i th of an SS7 node residing in 
the SS7 signaling network; 

(b) in response to r e c e iv i ng th e SS7 MTP n e twork manag e m e nt m e ssag e 
detecting the network management event , generating a data network 
management message i nc l uding at le ast som e of indicating the operating 
status informat i on of the SS7 node : and 

(c) sending the data network management message to nodes in the data 
network that are adapted to communicate with the SS7 network. 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the data network is an Internet protocol 
network and sending the data network management message to nodes in the 
data network includes sending the data network management message to 
specific nodes in the IP network. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a transport adapter layer interface 
(TALI) message. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a stream control transmission 
protocol (SCTP) message. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a point code unavailable (PCUA) 
message for indicating unavailability of a point code in the SS7 network. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a point code available (PCAV) 
message. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 comprising receiving a point code audit 
(PCAUD) message from one of the nodes in the data network, wherein sending 
the data network management message to nodes in the data network includes 
sending the data network management message to the node that originated the 
PCAUD message. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 1 comprising receiving a point code congestion 
status audit (CONGAUD) message from one of the nodes in the data network 
and wherein sending the data network management message includes sending 
the data network management message to the node that originated the 
CONGAUD message. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a session initiation protocol (SIP) 
message. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein r e c ei ving an SS7 message 
transf e r part (MTP) network manag e m e nt m e ssage detecting a network 
management event includes receiving a transfer prohibited (TFP) message. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein r e c ei v i ng an SS7 mossago 
transfer part (MTP) n e twork manag e m e nt m e ssag e detecting a network 
management event includes receiving a transfer allowed (TFA) message. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein receiv i ng an SS7 mossago 
transfer part (MTP) n e twork manag e ment mossago detecting a network 
management event includes receiving a transfer restricted (TFR) message. 



Serial No.: 09/770,316 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein r e c ei v i ng an SS7 m e ssag e 
transf e r part (MTP) n e twork manag e m e nt m e ssage detecting a network 
management event includes receiving a transfer controlled (TFC) message. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 including sending the data network 
management message to a specific node in the data network that requested the 
operating status information associated with the SS7 node. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 including sending the data network 
management message to all nodes in the data network that are adapted to 
communicate with the SS7 node. 

16-42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently Amended) A signaling gateway comprising: 

(a) a first communications module for roco i ving a s i gna li ng system 7 (SS7) 
network managomont mossago signaling un i t (MSU) that i ncludes 
detecting a network management event regarding SS7 point code status 
i nformation for an SS7 node; and 

(b) a second communications module for generating a data network 
management message that includes indicates the SS7 point code status 
i nformat i on of the SS7 node and for sending the data network 
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management message to specified nodes in the data network that are 
configured to communicate with the SS7 node. 

44. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the data network is an 
Internet protocol network. 

45. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the first communication 
module is an SS7 link interface module (LIM). 

46. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the second communication 
module is an IP enhanced data communication module (eDCM). 

47. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein tho SS7 network 
manag e m e nt message i s detecting a network management event includes 
receiving a transfer prohibited (TFP) message. 

48. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein tho SS7 network 
managomont moosago i s detecting a network management event includes 
receiving a transfer allowed (TFA) message. 

49. (Currently Amended) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein tho SS7 
network managomont mossago i s detecting a network management event 
includes receiving a transfer controlled (TFC) message. 
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50. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the data network 
management message is a transport adapter layer interface (TALI) message. 

51. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the data network 
management message is a point code unavailable (PCUA) message. 

52. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the data network 
management message is a point code available (PCAV) message. 

53. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the data network 
management message is a congested destination (CONGLVL) message. 

54. (Presently Amended) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the second data 
network management message is a stream control transmission protocol 
message. 

55. (Original) The signaling gateway of claim 43 wherein the specific nodes in the 
data network are identified using routing key rules. 



56-57. (Canceled) 



